
 

  

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP POLICY 
 

Mission Statement 

Learning is at the heart of what we do. We offer a rich, stimulating environment to 

develop the whole child, fulfilling academic potential whilst building moral 

character. We encourage unique, creative, open-minded, independent individuals, 

respectful of themselves and others. 

 

Aims 

Worship at Stanhope Barrington reflects the traditions of the Church of England. 

Collective Worship is regarded as integral to the life of the school and as making a 

major contribution to the school’s Christian ethos. Collective Worship is also part of 

the educational process. 

 

We aim to provide Collective Worship which provides children with the opportunity 

to: 

 Worship that which is considered worthy 

 Consider spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues 

 Explore their own beliefs 

 Develop their spirituality 

 Participate and respond  

 To promote a common ethos and shared values 

 To help children develop respect and sensitivity to the beliefs and values of 

others 

 Promote respect, tolerance and understanding for those with different beliefs 

and backgrounds 

 

Provision of Collective Worship 

Worship takes place daily at 10:10 until 10:30am 

 

Monday: Whole School worship 

Tuesday: Key Stage worship delivered by Key Stage Teachers 

Wednesday: Whole School worship led by Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher 

Thursday: Whole School worship led by Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher 

Friday: Whole School worship and Celebration led by Headteacher 

 



Parents have the legal right to withdraw their children from collective worship if they 

so wish as outlined in our School Brochure. 

 

What is Collective Worship 

We believe that collective worship provides opportunities to: 

 Celebrate and express those Christian beliefs and values which bind our 

school community 

 Highlight and nurture the spiritual dimension through experience of worship 

 Enable children to appreciate their worth and value as individuals 

 Foster a sense of awe and wonder at creation 

 Celebrate and give thanks and encourage respect and care for God’s world 

 Encourage the development of a sensitive attitude towards other people’s 

deep convictions and towards their own ability to think about questions of 

belief and values 

 Encourage an understanding of prayer and reflection 

 Develop a sense of community both within and outside of school 

 Respect the integrity of all participants 

 Respond through active involvement in the presentation of worship or 

through listening to and joining in worship offered 

 Introduce children to the worship of the Church of England and gain in 

knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith 

 Celebrate achievements, special occasions and events in relation to 

individuals, groups, the whole school and community 

 Allow children to appreciate symbolism and religious language to express 

belief and feelings 

 Develop the ability to reflect on moral and social issues 

 Celebrate values and attitudes shared with members of other faith 

communities 

 

Delivery of Collective Worship 

At Stanhope Barrington CofE Primary there is an integral partnership between 

school collective worship and the ethos of the school. The staff, pupils, parents and 

Governors share together in worship in order to support the promotion of Christian 

values. 

 

Our worship allows children to see themselves as being unique and special 

individuals. Such an understanding encourages children to relate with each other in 

a supportive manner. School collective worship takes place in a range of styles and 

settings and children will experience whole school, key stage and class based 

worship. 

 

We have various members of our local clergy who regularly deliver collective 

worship within the school. In addition, we have other visitors who deliver or attend 

collective worship at key points throughout the year such as Christian Aid week. 

 



The school is committed to providing acts of worship which encourage the children 

to reflect upon the worth of people, objects, places and events both in 

contemporary life and from history. 

 

We believe that collective worship is an important part of every child’s spiritual 

development and therefore every child has the right to participate. 

 

Out of School Collective Worship 

We hold collective worship events in St. Thomas’ Church, Stanhope once every half 

term and invite along parents, family and members of our community. We also hold 

special services in St. Thomas’ church at Harvest, Christmas and Eastertime. 

Our Year 6 Leaver’s attend a Leaver’s service at St. Thomas’ church prior to leaving 

our school and also attend the Durham Leaver’s Service at Durham Cathedral. 

 

We participate in Church events such as the Flower Festival in St. Thomas’ Church 

and our choir open the local Church Christmas Fair in December each year. 

 

In November our local vicar, Rev. Kent and the church choir lead a Remembrance 

Service in our school’s outdoor Remembrance Garden which is extremely popular 

with our local community. 

 

Special Educational Needs 

Collective Worship is totally inclusive. All ages and abilities are provided for within 

the planning and delivery of collective worship. 

 

Assessment and Recording 

Every episode of collective worship is recorded and assessed for effectiveness. 

Collective worship is monitored evaluated by the Headteacher and Deputy 

Headteacher on a termly basis to ensure that: 

 Record keeping is up to date and is used effectively 

 Agreed and planned content is being covered 

 A variety of approaches and methodologies are being used 

 High standards and quality is maintained 

 Collective worship has been led by a variety of staff and visitors 

 

Management of Collective Worship 

The Governors, in conjunction with the Headteacher are responsible for collective 

worship at  Stanhope Barrington. Worship is co-ordinated and planned by the 

Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher and is led by members of the staff team, 

clergy and visiting members of the community. Collective worship is monitored and 

evaluated by the Headteacher. Children are encouraged to lead and participate 

in collective worship both in school and in church. Collective worship can include a 

range of activities such as prayers, drama, dance or presentations. Overall 

responsibility for Collective worship lies with the Governors and Headteacher. 
 

 


