SCHOOL BROCHURE
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Welcome to Stanhope Barrington C of E Primary School…
Dear Parent/Carer

This brochure is designed to give you a clear understanding of what daily life is like in
our school. Some of you may be new to the area or just new to our school, whilst
others are very familiar with our school and its aims. We wish to extend a warm
welcome everyone, and trust that you and your family will enjoy a long and happy
association with the school.
We are very proud of the successes of our school - the good relationships we have
with families and friends within the community and of the governors, staff and children
who work hard to make our school a happy place where we can learn together in
friendship.
The education and welfare of your child is of paramount importance to us, as of
course it is to you. Co-operation and close relations between home and school are
vital if every child is to fulfil their potential during the time they spend with us.
Most pupils settle into school very quickly and are very happy; some may take a little
time to acclimatise to their new environment and routines but will soon find their feet.
We strive hard to ensure that transition into our school and between year groups is as
smooth as possible.
We trust that you will find the information in this booklet useful and hope that it allays
any anxieties you or your child may feel as you join our happy school community. Of
course, if you have any concerns or further queries, please contact us - the sooner we
are aware of any problem the easier it is for us to deal with it.
We look forward to your support and to meeting you on many occasions over the
coming years.
Yours sincerely
Mr Shaun Myers
Headteacher
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CONTACTS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Visits from prospective parents and pupils are welcomed and encouraged at all times. Please
contact school to make an appointment.
Stanhope Barrington Primary School
Westcroft
Stanhope
Bishop Auckland
Co. Durham
DL13 2NU
Tel: 01388 528218
E. Mail – stanhopebarrington@durhamlearning.net
Website: www.stanhopebarrington.durham.sch.uk
The school is maintained by Durham County Council. The address of the Education
department is:
The Director of Education
County Hall
Durham County Council
DH1 5UJ
Telephone: 03000 26 0000
GOVERNORS
Chair:
Vice Chair:

Dr. Sarah Haynes - Foundation Governor (Chair, Health & Safety, Child Sexual
Exploitation Link Governor, EYFS and Finance & Premises Committee)
Mr Bill Hobson – Local Authority Governor (Vice Chair, Looked After Children)
Mr Shaun Myers (Headteacher)
Mrs. Deb Cross (Deputy Headteacher)
Ms Sarah Ingwersen – Foundation Governor (Art/Design Technology, Science,
Religious Education)
Mr Julian Haynes – Community Governor (ICT, Finance & Premises Committee)
Mrs Sarah Stancliffe – Foundation Governor (Special Educational Needs, Music)
Mr Paul McArdle – Parent Governor (Finance & Premises Committee)
Mr Graham Prior – Parent Governor (Maths)
Mrs Annabel Gascoigne – Community Governor (P.E.)
Mrs Dianne Wilson – Staff Governor (Non-Teaching Staff Representative)
Mrs Carol Stidwell – Staff Governor (Teaching Staff Representative)
Mrs Dorothy Macdonald – Local Authority Governor
Ms Laura Percival – Parent Governor (Topic)
Ms Saskia Callaars-De Gruyter – Parent Governor (Modern Foreign Languages)
Mrs Hannah Stembridge – Co-opted Governor (Literacy)

The Governing Body meets regularly. They are committed to ensuring the highest quality of
education and welfare for your child. If you wish to contact any members of the governing
body, this can be done via school.
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What is Stanhope Barrington Primary School all about?
MISSION STATEMENT
At Stanhope Barrington we aim to provide a happy and secure learning environment based
on Christian principles and beliefs.
We will encourage our children to be active, responsible learners and offer the opportunity for
them to develop their full potential both academically and socially.
In order to do this we believe that it is important that all staff and governors work as a team
and encourage parents to work in partnership with us to provide the very best education
opportunities possible for their child.
AIMS
•

To be an effective school, where children are encouraged to achieve their potential
and staff strive to provide a high quality education.

•

To promote a positive ethos in which all children and staff are valued and good
relationships with all are fostered.

•

To deliver rich, relevant and meaningful learning experiences and provide a broad and
balanced curriculum for all.

•

To promote spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

•

To work with all partners - staff, governors, parents, nursery and secondary schools, and
other agencies – for the benefit of our children.

What is the school building like?
Stanhope Barrington Primary School was opened in 1965. The building houses a main
entrance, Headteacher’s office, school office, main hall (for dining and PE), 4 classrooms, an
ICT Suite, an extensive EYFS Unit, a library, an outdoor classroom and a range of outdoor
spaces. In our new additional space we house our SCAMPS 0-4 yr old provision, staff room and
small group areas.
The premises are safe and secure and provide secure access to the yard for children from
Reception to Year 6. The office is in the main reception area, accessible from the pedestrian
access gate. We have an Early Years Unit which has its own outdoor area which pupils access
throughout the day. All of our classrooms have interactive Promethean ActivPanels, and the
school hall is used for PE and dining. We make good use of our school field for PE, outdoor
learning, science and are continually expanded and developing our outdoor space.

Who will be teaching my child?
Our warm, welcoming staff are always available should you have any queries.
We operate an open door policy and you can often catch staff on the yard before and after
school as they collect and bring children out each day. However, there are times when they
may be unavailable at short notice, for example when they are busy preparing for the
working day, or attending meetings etc. In these instances an appointment will always be
made for you to see staff at the earliest mutual convenient time. Please contact the school
office.
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STAFFING STRUCTURE
Member of Staff
Mr S Myers
Mrs D Cross

Mrs C Stidwell
Mrs S Howes

Miss A Hunter-Purvis
Miss A Green
Miss K Hepple
Miss S Elsdon
Mrs J McArdle
Mrs C Heslop-Stead
Mrs A Parvin
Mrs A Peoples
Ms S Ingwersen
Mrs J Humble
Mrs D Wilson
Mrs W Hughes
Mr J Ridley
Mr J. Anderson
Mrs J Ward
Mrs C Porter
Miss C Witton
Mrs C Emerson
Mrs E Hunt
Mrs. G Craig
Mrs G Hutchins
Miss C Witton
Mrs G Craig
Mrs J Wilson
Mrs A Readman
Mrs S Snowdon

Responsibilities
Headteacher, CPD, Child Protection
Officer
Year 5&6 Class Teacher
Deputy Headteacher, SENCO,
Assessment Co-ordinator, Curriculum
Manager, Gifted & Talented Coordinator, ICT Co-ordinator, RE Coordinator
Early Years Co-ordinator
Humanities Co-ordinator
Year 2 Class Teacher
Literacy Co-ordinator
PE Co-ordinator
Year 4 Class Teacher
Science Co-ordinator
Year 3 Class Teacher
Maths Co-ordinator
Year 3 Class Teacher
Year 1 Class Teacher
Art & Design Co-ordinator
Higher Level Teaching Assistants
Teaching Assistants

School Secretary
Teacher from Durham Music Service
Sports Coach from County
IT Technician from County
Lunchtime Supervisors

Caretaker
Cleaning Staff
Cook (Taylor Shaw)
Catering Assistants (Taylor Shaw)
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How are Classes Organised?
The school is organised into an Early Years unit, for pupils in Nursery and Reception and four
further classes organised as follows:
EARLY YEARS UNIT
Nursery & Reception – Mrs C Stidwell
Class 1 – Year 1 – Miss S. Elsdon
Class 2 – Year 2 – Mrs. S. Howess
Class 3 – Year 3 – Mrs A. Green & Miss K. Hepple
Class 4 – Year 4 – Miss A. Hunter-Purvis
Class 5 – Year 5&6 – Mrs. D. Cross
When organising teaching activities, staff organise pupils according to the activity they are
undertaking – children may be grouped with those of similar ability for certain activities, or
within mixed ability or friendship groups for other activities. Teachers plan work to meet
children’s abilities at all levels and Teaching Assistants work across the school supporting
learning for individuals or different groups of pupils.
There are occasions when your child may have a different teacher for a day or session. This is
because staff have other responsibilities in school, in addition to their teaching duties, which
they need to fulfil. Also, staff may be undertaking professional training or having non-contact
time for preparation, planning and assessment. In these instances we make arrangements for
Higher Level Teaching Assistants or supply teachers to come into classes to cover work set by
the class teacher. At all times we aim to ensure the highest possible standards of teaching and
learning, and the minimum amount of disruption takes place.

What arrangements are in place for children starting in
Reception?
For pupils who are new to our school, we offer opportunities for parents to visit the school and
meet with staff and then for children to visit the Reception class on new starter days during the
summer term. This ensures your child can become familiar with their new class and the staff in
school.
Pupils starting in Reception Class will do so gradually, staying for half days, then half days with
lunch building up to attending full time from the end of the second week of the Autumn term
onwards. This gradual start allows them time to get used to a full school day.

How are days organised?
Often the first thing pupils and parents are worried about are the general everyday routines
that we employ to help make our school a happy and safe environment. We hope the
following information will help answer some of those all important questions you may have
about our school. If you have any queries about any of the issues, staff are always available
and only too willing to help.
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When should my child arrive at school? When does the
school day end?
Your child should arrive on the school playground between 8.45am and 9.00am. The whistle
sounds at 9.00 am. Obviously, your child’s safety is our main concern and with that in mind
there will be a member of staff on duty from 8.45am onwards. Please do not send your child to
school before this time (unless attending Breakfast Club), as the school cannot accept
responsibility for pupils arriving early and is unable to provide supervision.
It is important that your child is punctual – it can be very disruptive when children arrive late,
missing the start of a lesson. Children, therefore, need to be in school for 9.00am. Registration
closes at 9.10am. Arrival after this time will be indicated on the registration system. Regular late
arrival will be brought to the attention of the Education Welfare Officer.
School lessons in Reception and Key Stage One (Year 1 & 2) finish at 3.15 pm. Children will
then pick up coats and belongings and when they are all ready will be escorted out of school
by their teacher. Adults stay with all of our younger children on the school yard until they are
picked up.
School lessons in Key Stage Two (Year 3-6) finish at 3.25pm. Children will be escorted onto the
school yard where they can be collected by an adult. If your child is in KS2 and you wish them
to walk home, you must confirm this in writing to the child’s teacher.

Can I come into school when I drop off and pick up my
child?
Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate parents in school at drop off or pick-up time as our
primary concern must be for the children’s safety. Therefore there is no access to the school
building via the school yard.
We ask that you drop your child off in the yard when you arrive at school. We always welcome
parents of new starters, who may wish to come into the yard and wait with their child, for the
first half term of school. As your child becomes older you may prefer to wait near the gate and
begin to develop your child’s independence. We ask that anyone who has a dog does not
bring it onto the yard, for health and safety reasons.
When you pick your child up we ask that you similarly wait in the yard, where your child will be
brought out to meet you.
We know this is a new experience for our youngest children, but they very quickly get used to
the routine and enjoy feeling more ‘grown up’ as they become more independent. Please
rest assured that we take good care to ensure our new pupils are given extra supervision to
begin with.
If it is wet or snowy, children will be directed to go straight into the school hall at the start of the
day – staff will supervise them until it is time for class to start. For safety reasons, could we
please ask that parents avoid coming in with their child – staff and older pupils will be there to
help them with wellies etc.
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What are the school hours?
The school day is organised as follows:
Session One:
9.00 am - 10.10 am
Morning Assembly: 10.10 am - 10.30 am
Morning Break:
10.30 am - 10.50 am
Session Two:
10.50 am – 11.50 am
Lunchtime:
11.50am - 1.00 pm - KS1
11.50am – 12.50pm – KS2
Session Three:
12.50pm – 2.10pm
Afternoon Break:
2.10pm – 2.30pm
Session Four:
2.30pm – 3.15pm – KS1
2.30pm – 3.25pm – KS2
Sessions can be split into small units of time.

Do the children wear uniform?
Yes, our children do wear a school uniform. We take pride in encouraging a collective
belonging to our school and the Governors have the following policy for uniform.
The basic recommended school uniform comprises:
Black/grey trousers or skirt
Blue or White polo shirt
Navy sweatshirt or cardigan
Indoor and outdoor shoes
Appropriate PE kit
Trainers for PE
School uniform can be ordered at the school office.
PLEASE ensure you mark each garment with your child's name. This is vital if we are to
successfully identify lost and found items. All clothing left lying around will be put into the lost
property bin. At the end of the school year all unclaimed uniform is available for recycling. If
uniform is still left in school we will bag and dispose of it.
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How safe is the school?
We work hard to ensure your children are educated in a safe and secure environment. As
such, we operate:
• a visitor’s security pass system
•

Coded doors

•

mobile phone for any staff who are away from the school with children e.g. swimming
lessons etc.

While the children are in lessons, no unauthorised visitors will be able to get in. All doors
conform to fire and health and safety regulations.
If parents and visitors need to come into school in lesson time, we ask that you come to the
main office. This is manned for the majority of the day – if staff are busy in another part of the
school, they will return as quickly as possible!

What equipment does my child need?
P.E. KITS
Pupils are expected to change into P.E. kit for their P.E. lessons. They are not permitted to wear
their P.E./clothing underneath their normal clothes. All jewellery and watches should be
removed for reasons of safety. P.E. kit consists of a t-shirt and shorts.
For indoor P.E./Dance Shorts and T-Shirt
Plimsolls/ gym shoes/trainers
For Games Shorts and T-Shirt
Tracksuit/ sweatshirt in colder weather (optional)
Trainers (must be a change from normal day wear)
Girls should not wear tights under shorts for hygiene reasons.
Obviously all children are expected to take part in P.E. and games which are part of the
National Curriculum. If there are specific medical reasons for any child not to take part, a note
should be sent to the class teacher.
STATIONERY
School will provide all stationery required. Children have trays in which to store belongings.
SCHOOL RESOURCES
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Children will be given resources to take home, such as homework books, library books,
reading books and reading records/logs. They need to return these as requested, and
children will be expected to look after these school resources.
BAGS
Book bags and PE kit bags are available to purchase from the school office.

Where will my child keep their belongings?
Coats and PE kits are hung in the cloakrooms outside the classes. Lunch boxes are put into
storage boxes which are kept cool during hot weather.
Pupils can keep pencil cases, books etc. in trays in class.
If your child has personal belongings in school, it is their responsibility to look after them.
Parents are strongly recommended not to allow their children to bring anything valuable to
school - we discourage children bringing in precious belongings, as they may get damaged or
lost.
Sometimes children bring in items for specific lessons – please emphasise to your child that
he/she needs to look after them and, whilst teachers may from time to time hold valuables for
pupils (e.g. during PE), the responsibility for valuables remains with pupils.

Can my child wear jewellery?
With your child’s safety in mind we request that you do not allow him/her to wear jewellery for
school. Injuries to ears, necks, fingers, etc can happen if children wear jewellery when playing
or taking part in PE and we wish to avoid such injuries wherever possible. If your child does
wear jewellery to school the school accepts no responsibility for any injury. Jewellery (including
earrings) MUST be removed for PE, including swimming. If children have pierced ears they must
be able to take their own earrings out. We appreciate that children do like to have their ears
pierced and would advise that this be done during the six week holiday, so that they can still
be removed during school hours and for PE lessons.

Can my child bring their mobile phone to school?
Mobile phones are not permitted in school. (This includes after school events such as discos) If
they are brought in accidentally they should be handed in to your child’s class teacher at the
beginning of the day. The school will not accept responsibility for loss or damage to mobile
phones on school premises.

What happens if my child is ill, or needs to take
medicine?
If your child is too ill to attend school, please notify the school office before 9.10 am on the first
day of absence. We operate a first day absence policy and will contact you if we haven’t
had a message.
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This information is very important. By law we have to keep a strict record of absences. If we do
not receive a note from a parent with a valid reason then the absence has to be recorded as
unauthorised.
The rate of unauthorised absence is very low. Most parents keep us well informed as to why
their children are not at school. Where the child is regularly late or absent, or an absence is
unexplained, the Education Welfare Officer will call to clarify the situation.
Parents collecting children needing medical treatment during school hours (e.g. visit to the
Dentist) are asked to call at the school office. This enables an exact record of pupils on site to
be maintained. This information is important in cases of emergency fire drill. Please note that
no child will be allowed to leave school early unaccompanied. No child will be sent home
unescorted during school hours. If your child arrives home alone during school hours please
check with the school immediately.
INFECTIOUS ILLNESSES
If your child contracts an infectious disease such as Whooping Cough, Measles, Mumps or
Chicken Pox, please check with your doctor to establish when it is safe for your child to return
to school without putting others at risk of catching the illness.
If your child has an upset stomach and has been vomiting, please allow 48 hours after their
last bout of vomiting before they return to school. This allows us to try and limit others catching
any ‘bug’.
HEAD LICE
Unfortunately, it is no longer part of the school nurse’s role to come into school and check for
head lice, so we ask parents to be vigilant, and let us know if there is any incidence of head
lice. Although we cannot send out letters to specific children, we can highlight problems in our
newsletters, via text and group letters.
MEDICINE
If your child improves and is well enough to attend school but requires medicine during school
hours please ensure that all medicines are in their original packaging and the pharmacists
label is clearly visible indicating your child’s name, name of medicine and dosage required.
This must be brought into school by an adult. It is a legal requirement that we ask parents to
complete and sign a form giving us permission to administer medicine.
Please note –
• No child is permitted to have medication in his/her possession.
•

No medication should be brought into school by children.

•

Only medicines prescribed by a doctor, and requiring 4 doses per day to be
administered, can be given at school.

•

School cannot administer the first dose of any course of medicine.

What if my child needs to take medication because of a
medical condition?
You must notify the school of any diagnosed medical conditions as your child may require an
Individual Health Care Plan (IHCP).
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If your child has any medical condition, e.g. asthma and needs to take medication, such as
inhalers, please complete a form, available from the school office and keep us informed
about this. We will ensure all staff who work in school, on a regular and supply basis, are
informed of the condition and are mindful of your child’s needs.
SCHOOL MEDICALS
At various times during their school life, pupils will undergo health screening checks carried out
by a doctor and/or nurse. All such examinations are carried out in accordance with County
Policies. Where further action is seen as necessary parents will be informed in order that they
might make suitable arrangements with their own Optician, Dentist, Clinic or Doctor as
preferred.

What if my child is injured or involved in an emergency?
During school hours, minor cuts, scrapes etc. are treated at school. In some instances, e.g.
head bump, a note will be sent home so parents are kept informed. If the incident warrants it
then a phone call will be made to parents informing them of the incident. In the event of a
serious accident (e.g. suspected broken arm) parents will be immediately contacted. If no
contact can be made the child will be taken to hospital for treatment to begin and a
message will be left at the parent's home and at school. No child will be left unaccompanied
at any hospital or clinic. If necessary the child will be returned home.
All Early Years staff are qualified Paediatric First Aiders.
Lunchtime Supervisors are First Aiders.
Mrs Cross and Miss Hunter-Purvis are qualified as Workplace First Aiders.
EMERGENCY CONTACT
It is vitally important that we should be able to make contact with parents or a named
responsible adult in case of an emergency.
Parents are asked to complete a data collection sheet which the school can refer to in such a
situation. There are times when parents change telephone number, address or their place of
work and this information is not passed on to the school. Should any changes occur please ask
for the information sheet to be amended. We need to have an up to date number at all times
and also the number of a relative or friend in case we are unable to contact the parents.
We use a text messaging service, where we can text parents to give them information such as
cancellation of a club, school closure due to inclement weather, etc. so up to date mobile
phone numbers are essential.

Can I take my child on holiday during term time?
The law says that parents do not have the right to take their child out of school for holidays
during term-time. We cannot authorise leave of absence, unless there are very exceptional
reasons for doing so. It is important that parents carefully consider the implications of taking
their child out of school during term-time. As a parent you need to consider that there are
times during a school year when a child may experience particular problems because of term
time leave such as:
•

Disadvantages if close to exams or assessments.

•

Settling in problems at the start of a school year.
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If you are considering taking your child out of school during term time you must complete a
Leave of Absence form, available from the school office.
Exceptional circumstances include, a religious ceremony for an immediate family member,
leave for a parent in the armed forces who has served on active service or bereavement. If
you think your child meets any of these exceptions you should put a request in writing to Mr
Myers, Headteacher.

What are the arrangements for collecting money?
To assist us in this we ask you to make sure that if your child needs to bring in any money, for
clubs, trips, etc. it is sent in a sealed envelope, clearly marked with class, name, amount and
reason for payment.
School meals cost £2.05 per day.
All KS1 pupils receive a free school meal.
If you wish to change lunchtime arrangements, i.e. move children to or from school meals, the
school office requires notice of half a term, as meals are ordered in advance.

What happens at lunchtimes?
SCHOOL MEALS
School meals are provided and prepared by Taylor Shaw. Menus are sent home for children to
pre-select. They are provided with two choices. All children are expected to eat the food they
have selected in order to avoid unnecessary waste. Where a child has a medical condition
requiring a particular diet, this can be provided when the school receives details from the
pupil's doctor. All children in Reception and Key Stage One are currently entitled to receive a
free school lunch.
PACKED LUNCHES
Children are allowed to bring packed lunches on the understanding that the responsibility for
the safety and condition of the lunch lies with the child. We are keen to encourage a healthy
diet in school and ask that you do not put sweets, chocolate, fizzy/energy drinks into packed
lunches.
FREE MEALS
For each child who is entitled to a Free School Meal we are given additional funding, which
goes a long way to improving resources and helping us provide more opportunities for the
pupils, as well as providing important information to the DFE and OFSTED.
Even if you don’t intend to take up the free school meal, it is vital that we have a record that
your child is entitled to it, so we can access this funding. Your child is entitled to free school
meals if you are in receipt of a range of benefits. Your eligibility for free school meals will be
checked by our school office.
Children staying for lunch are supervised by six dinnertime staff, who work hard to supervise
and organise lunchtimes, as well as encouraging a healthy diet and cooperative play.
We believe it is very important that children see lunchtime as a social and enjoyable
experience and as such we allow them to choose who they would like to sit next to. Of course
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it is expected that our high standards of behaviour are maintained by pupils both in and out
of the dining area. Our staff team often eat their own lunch in the dining hall with the children,
which we find helps to cement relationships.

How are break times organised?
Staff supervise pupils on a rota basis. Pupils have a range of areas to play in and in good
weather we are able to take advantage of our playing field for additional space at break
and lunch times. There is the trim trail area on the field, static tyres and areas for playing
games and football, as well as quieter seating areas. We provide a range of games and
equipment during playtimes in order to encourage children to play a wide range of activities.

Can my child bring drinks into school?
Children are able to drink still water during lessons. This is freely available in classrooms and
only still water can be consumed in the classrooms. Each child is provided with a plastic cup
with their name on it and we provide three water coolers in school. Research shows that it is
important for children to remain hydrated whilst at school and children are actively
encouraged to drink water throughout the day. If children bring plastic bottles into school they
must be taken home at the end of the school day or will be recycled.
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KS1 pupils have fruit available during the morning or at break time and are able to have ‘Cool
Milk’, if ordered. Cool Milk is free up to the age of 5 years. Children over 5years of age must
pay if they order milk. The milk is ordered from, and paid for directly to the Cool Milk company.
Once they receive payment, they add your child’s name to the weekly delivery list. Order
forms are available from the school office.
Water is available for all children at lunchtime in the dining hall.

How does the school manage behaviour?
Our school prides itself on its effective management of good behaviour, based on positive
reinforcement, reward and encouragement.
The school behaviour system reinforces three main behaviour rules:
•
•
•

Follow all instructions
Keep hands and feet to yourself
Stay safe

All pupils are familiar with the school rules and have regular opportunities to discuss behaviour
in class, during assemblies and school council meetings. We believe this collective
responsibility for behaviour helps us maintain a calm and happy place for all of our children to
achieve in.
BEHAVIOUR EXPECTATIONS
• A good standard of behaviour is expected in school, walking and talking quietly.
• Pupils are expected to be friendly and kind to each other and treat one another with
respect.
Playground behaviour should be peaceful and fighting and bullying will result in
sanctions.
• We will not condone aggressive or threatening behaviour of any sort and children are
made aware of the procedures for sorting problems that may arise.
• Sweets and toys are not allowed in school without special permission.
• Good behaviour is also expected when travelling to and from school, with particular
regard to road safety rules.
REWARDS INCLUDE:
• Praise
•

Stickers

•

Stars

•

Certificates

•

Star of the Week

•
•

Class Superstar of the Week
Headteacher’s Awards

SANCTIONS
From time to time children fail to behave in an acceptable manner. On these occasions there
are a series of consequences. On most occasions unacceptable behaviour can be dealt with
by the class teacher and/or support staff but if this behaviour persists other members of staff
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may become involved. In more serious cases a child may be taken to the Deputy Head
teacher or Headteacher.
We use a ‘Good To Be Green’ system in school, whereby every child starts every day on
Green. If their behaviour falls below acceptable standards they will be issued with a warning
card, if behaviour does not improve a further warning will be issued. A red card is issued on the
third time of occurrence and this will carry consequences with it. This could range from missing
playtime, losing Golden Time etc.

Every child starts each
day on ‘green’ because
we believe every day is a
fresh start and is an
opportunity to begin again.
We treat each child individually and sanctions for one child may not be effective with another
and therefore decisions regarding sanctions are made on an individual basis.

What happens if my child is bullied?
Our Anti-Bullying Policy has been written following consultation with pupils (via the School
Council), staff, parents and Governors. We are confident that everyone will work together to
make it successful.
Stanhope Barrington C of E Primary School aims to work effectively against bullying. We know
that there are times when bullying occurs. We know that this can be distressing for all
concerned. We want to protect those who are being bullied. We want to counsel those who
are bullying, to make them aware of the consequences and impact of their actions and to
teach them better ways to behave.
We believe that all pupils have the right to feel safe and happy at school so that they can
concentrate on their learning. As part of this we have a system where children who are
Buddies or Mini-Buddies support others in the playground. In addition, our School Councillors
hold a regular ‘clinic’ in the library where anyone can go to raise concerns or make
suggestions.
WHAT IS BULLYING?
• Can be physical or verbal
• Can be psychological in nature
• Is often premeditated
• Can include taunting, teasing, physical abuse, harassment, intimidation or extortion
• Can be sly or underhand
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•
•
•
•

Is intended to hurt or make the victim uncomfortable
Involves some sort of power over the vicitim
Can be indirect, spreading lies or nasty stories or excluding someone from social groups
Can be long-term and deep-rooted

WHAT IS NOT BULLYING?
• A one-off incident
• Two children having a fight or falling out
• Friends falling out, arguing or name calling
• Bumping into another child in the playground
• Physical contact during sports activity
ADVICE FOR PUPILS
When you are being bullied:
• Be firm and clear – look them in the eye and tell them to stop
• Get away from the situation as soon as possible
• Tell an adult what has happened straight away
After you have been bullied:
• Tell a Teacher or other adult in school
• Tell your family
• If you are scared to tell a teacher or adult on your own, ask a friend, Buddy or School
Councillor to go with you
• Keep on speaking up until someone listens to you
• Don’t blame yourself for what has happened – it is not your fault
When telling an adult, think about the following information:
• What has happened to you?
• How often has it happened?
• Who was involved?
• Who saw it happening?
• Where did it happen?
• What have you done about it already?
ADVICE FOR PARENTS
If your child has been bullied:
• Calmly talk with your child about his or her experience
• Make a note of what your child says
• Reassure your child that he or she has done the right thing in telling you
• Explain that should any further incidents occur they should report them to a teacher or
adult immediately
• Make an appointment to see your child’s class teacher
• Explain to the teacher the problems your child is experiencing
If your child is bullying others:
Many children may be involved in bullying others at some time or other. Often parents are not
aware that their child is bullying others.
Children sometimes bully others because:
• They don’t know it is wrong
• They are copying older children or someone they know and admire
• They haven’t learnt other, better ways of mixing with their school peers
• Their friends encourage them to bully
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•
•

They are going through a difficult time and are acting out aggressive feelings
They may be being bullied themselves

To stop your child from bullying others:
• Talk to your child and explain that what they are doing is unacceptable
• Discourage other members of the family from demonstrating bullying behaviour in front
of your child
• Show your child how they can join in with other children without bullying
• Make an appointment to see your child’s class teacher to discuss the situation
• Regularly check how your child is doing at school
• Give your child lots of praise and encouragement when they are co-operative or kind
to other people

How Safe Is The School?
Your child’s safety is of the utmost importance to us and we take safeguarding extremely
seriously by:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ensuring all exits and entrances are secure and only accessible using our security codes
All visitors MUST sign in and report to the school office
We hold regular fire drills and safety checks
All adults working with children have DBS checks
Health and Safety Inspections are carried out regularly
We teach children to behave safely and to care for each other
All school trips, activities and visitors undergo risk assessment

Will My Child Go Swimming?
Swimming lessons form part of the PE National Curriculum and pupils in Key Stage Two are
required to be able to swim a minimum of 25m by the end of Year 6 using a range of strokes.
All swimming lessons take place at Wolsingham Comprehensive Swimming Pool and are given
by a qualified Swimming Teacher. Our children are taken by bus to the pool and return by bus
in time for their next lesson.
Year 3 pupils swim once a week September – December
Year 4 pupils swim once a week December – March
Year 5 pupils swim once a week April – July
Year 6 pupils swim once a week May – July

What forms will I fill in when my child starts school?
EDUCATIONAL VISITS FORM (EV4)
This is filled in when your child starts school and covers all educational visits we make other
than residential visits. Information on this form includes emergency contact details.
DATA COLLECTION SHEET
This information is collected to help inform us of the make-up of the school population. All
data is confidential.
FREE SCHOOL MEALS FORM
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This form is available from Mrs Wilson in the School office. Please fill in these forms if you are
eligible for free school meals. Even if you do not claim the free school meals it will mean
additional funding for the school to spend on our children.
COOL MILK
Milk is free to under 5 year olds. Those children who are over 5 years of age can order milk
from the company and it is delivered daily to school for us to distribute.
MEDICINES FORM
If your child takes any form of medication on a regular basis, or is required to do so for a short
period of time due to a specific illness, a form must be completed.
ACCEPTABLE USE AGREEMENT
This is a form which gives your consent for your child to use the internet in school. All websites
are heavily vetted and we have a very secure firewall system in place. E-safety is a regular
and important part of our computing curriculum.
PHOTOGRAPHIC AGREEMENT FORM
A permission form allowing us to photograph your child, for purposes of display and use on our
website will be required.

What if my child has Special Educational Needs?
Many children experience difficulties at some stage during the school career. Specific
difficulties will be dealt with on an individual basis. In most instances children will continue to
work in class on objectives specifically tailored to meet their needs. In some circumstances it
might be necessary to provide additional support by means of an additional adult to support
a child within lessons. On other occasions it might be appropriate for a child to be withdrawn
from the classroom in order to benefit from small group of 1:1 intervention. You will be
informed if your child’s teacher believes they will benefit from additional support.
If your child appears to have significant difficulties, it may be necessary to formalise the
additional support they receive. In these circumstances Mrs Cross our Special Needs Coordinator (SENCO) will work very closely with parents and any other relevant agencies to
ensure your child receives all the support they need. This will be recorded formally in a School
Support Plan which you will be involved in writing, will be asked to sign and add your own
comments.
For more information or discuss any concerns please contact Mrs Cross (SENCO) who will be
happy to discuss your child’s individual circumstances.
Our school follows the SEND Code of Practise (2014) and further information can be found on
our website.

The Curriculum – What will my child be taught?
The aim of our curriculum is to encourage children to fulfil their own potential, to become
competent learners and to be self-reliant resilient individuals who are equipped with the skills
and knowledge to cope with the world around them.
We deliver the expectations set out in the National Curriculum 2014 and we also deliver
Religious Education in line with the Durham LEA Local Agreed Syllabus for RE. We place the
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child at the centre of everything we do and therefore our curriculum allows individuals to
flourish whether their strengths lie in music, sport, art or more practical skills, as well as the
traditional academic subjects of literacy, maths and science. Underpinning our curriculum is
the spiritual, moral and cultural development of our children (PHSCE).
In the Early Years Foundation Stage learning is delivered through structured play. There is a
balance between child-initiated learning and adult-led tasks covering the six areas of
learning:
• Personal and Social Development
• Communication, Language & Literacy
• Problem Solving, Reasoning & Numeracy
• Knowledge and Understanding of the World
• Physical Development
• Creative Development
Our Early Years Unit benefits from a fantastic outdoor space and a large indoor space
allowing for themed areas within the unit.
Through Years 1-6 there is thematic learning with the whole school working on a different
theme each term. Within these themes, teachers make meaningful curriculum links across the
full range of subjects.
The National Curriculum is made up of Core Subjects and Foundation Subjects:
Core Subjects

Foundation Subjects

English

Art & Design

Maths

Design Technology

Science

Computing
Geography
History
Music
PE
Modern Foreign Language

Schools are also required to teach RE and we follow the Durham LEA Agreed Syllabus.
It is no longer a requirement of the National Curriculum to teach PHSCE, however, we feel that
it is an important aspect of education and is integral to culture of our school and it therefore
continues to form part of our curriculum.

Religious Education and Collective Worship
Religious Education plays a central part of our curriculum and we are proud of the close links
we have with St. Thomas’ Church, our Local Methodist Chapel and our local community.
We follow the Durham LA Agreed Syllabus for RE. Our aims are:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To allow the children to develop an awareness of self and others, and of the world
around us through reflection, relationships and responses to the natural world.
To develop a capacity to explore questions or meaning and purpose concerning
human nature and spirituality.
To develop an understanding of how attitudes and behaviours are influenced by
beliefs, values and attitudes.
To develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other major religious
faiths.
To develop and knowledge and understanding of different religious beliefs and how
they apply to everyday life.
To develop knowledge and understanding of practises associated with worship, prayer,
celebration, pilgrimage and sensitivity towards others.
To develop a knowledge and understanding of religious symbolism and key religious
concepts.

Our church colleagues regularly visit our school to deliver collective worship or to deliver
lessons when appropriate. We have an excellent relationship with our local clergy and visit the
local churches for services, assemblies and celebrations throughout the year.

Phil Mason, delivering an engaging and fun collective worship
session using puppets and drama to talk to the children about
forgiveness.

Assemblies are held regularly to promote good relationships within the school and community
and we often have guest speakers and visitors in order to strengthen our links with the outside
world. For example: Christian Aid Week, African Appeal, Poppy Appeal, Fairtrade Fortnight
and our most esteemed visitor, the Bishop of Durham.
Assemblies are broadly Christian, although stories and messages may be included from other
religions.
Any parent who wishes their child to be exempt from this type of Religious Education is asked
to contact Mr Myers, Headteacher.
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Our annual outdoor Remembrance Service is held every November in
our Remembrance Garden. The service is well attended by children, staff,
parents, governors and members of our local community.

Will my child be given homework?
In line with the National Curriculum requirements we provide regular homework for children.
Their homework will be based upon knowledge and skills they have been taught in class and
the purpose is to reinforce that learning and to develop independence of the child.
READING
Reading is a cornerstone of education and good readers in turn become good writers. It is
expected that children will read at least three or four times a week. The more a child reads the
better, particularly in their early years of education. Please make sure all school books are
returned so that teachers can monitor progress. Please complete your child’s Reading Record
(Rec to Yr 2) so that the teacher can build a dialogue with yourselves regarding your child’s
progress in reading.
In KS1 children will read 1:1 with an adult as well as take part in a weekly Guided Reading
Group.
In Key Stage Two children will have a minimum of two reading books. One will be an
accelerated reader book which the child will read and then complete a computer-based
comprehension quiz. They will also have a free choice from the school library. Children in KS2
read for half an hour everyday during which time they will have Guided Reading sessions with
their teacher followed by comprehension and grammar activities linked to their reading.
Some children in KS2 may benefit from 1:1 reading with an adult in order to help them to make
expected progress.
OTHER HOMEWORK TASKS
Homework will mainly consist of maths, literacy and spellings and will be given out each week.
All homework must be completed and handed in on the day designated by the class
teacher. In KS2 children have a homework book in which their homework is set and sent home
once a week, again to be returned on the day designated by the teacher.
As children approach the end of Key Stage Assessments (SATs) they may be given additional
homework including revision tasks.
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Does the school provide tuition for music?
Children are offered the opportunity to undertake specialist tuition by the Peripatetic Music
Service in order to learn to play different instruments such as violin and brass. Most of the work
is undertaken in the children’s own time, during playtime or lunchtime breaks so that their
lessons are not disrupted too much. Playing an instrument takes a great deal of practise,
dedication and commitment if the child is to persevere and succeed.
All classes in school from Nursery to Year 6 receive specialist music lessons from a teacher from
Durham Music Service once a week.

How is my child assessed?
Your child is constantly being assessed throughout all lessons, in whole class work,
independent work and guided or supported sessions. Children are given feedback verbally
during lessons and written feedback through marking and written dialogue, this allows them
opportunity to revisit and improve their work and to make progress against their individual
targets.
Older children are taught to assess their own work against Success Criteria for any given lesson
and they are also taught how to assess and mark the work of their peers.
In addition, more formal assessments take place at the end of every half term in maths,
writing, reading and GPS (Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling).
At the end of Key Stage One (Year 2) and the end of Key Stage Two (Year 6) children are
formally assessed using National Standard Testing, known as SATs.
You will be kept fully informed of your child’s progress and achievements when you meet your
child’s teacher at Parent’s Evenings, which are held once every term. You will also receive a
written report at the end of the Summer Term.

How do Teacher’s mark work?
Our school operates a carefully considered and structured Marking Policy which is designed
to help children understand how they have been successful, why they have made an error
and how to correct it and to challenge them to move onto the next step towards achieving
their individual targets.
It is not helpful, nor does it build confidence to have every single error highlighted in a piece of
work and therefore the teacher will focus on the overall learning objective of that lesson in
order to draw the children’s attention to errors or misconceptions. We use a comprehensive
marking code and children are taught from early in the school to understand what these
codes mean. As children mature they are encouraged to self mark and peer mark.

When are Parent’s evenings?
You will be invited to a Parent’s evening once each term during the school year. The dates of
these Parent’s evenings are set in September and we make parents aware of them in
advance so that you can make the necessary arrangements to attend them. Our
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appointments are 15 mins each and will involved a discussion about your child’s progress, their
targets etc. If you have a specific issue which is not related to your child’s progress, please feel
free to make an appointment to see your child’s teacher at any time.
Nursery and Reception hold Open Afternoons where parents are invited to visit the unit, talk to
the staff and see their children’s work. The Early Years Co-ordinator is available to discuss
progress and development.

Are there any before or after school activities?
Stanhope Barrington CofE Primary school provide both before and after school care for
parents who require childcare or for children who would like to attend different activities.
BREAKFAST CLUB
Breakfast Club is available from 8.00am until 8.45am. The children have a choice of cereals,
toast or milk and the cost is £1.50 per session payable on the day. At 8.45am the children in
Breakfast Club join the other children on the yard, where a teacher will be supervising.
If parents require earlier care they can book their child into SCAMPS breakfast club at a cost
of £4.50. SCAMPS provide early breakfast club from 7.30am.
AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
We offer a wide range of after school clubs which change every half term. The clubs are
promoted in our noticeboard and on our website. Most after school clubs are run by our own
teachers and are free of charge. We also have specialist sports coaches who run after school
clubs and charge a fee of £2 per session payable in advance. Examples of our after school
clubs include; Football, Tag Rugby, Craft Club, Eco Club, Film Club, Eco Club, Choir, Dance
Club etc. You will be informed at the beginning of each half term which are on offer.
Most after school clubs run from 3.30pm until 4.15pm and children must be collected
afterwards from the main entrance.
If parents require later after school care they can book their child into SCAMPS After School
care at a cost of £10 per session. After school care by SCAMPS is available from 3.30pm until
6.00pm.
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What additional enrichment activities do you offer?
Additional enrichment opportunities are offered throughout the school year to enhance the
children’s experience. Some are booked in advance and others arranged as and when the
opportunities arise. Some examples include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Theatre Shows
Christmas Panto (Consett)
Northumbrian Water Awareness Show
Charity Events (Children In Need, MacMillan Cancer Coffee Mornings, Christian Aid etc)
Safety Carousel
Fair Trade Fortnight
NSPCC Childline Workshops
Highlights Rural Arts Workshops
Play In A Day
Residential Visit to Kingswood Outdoor Adventure Centre (Hexham)
Educational visits arranged by individual class teachers

We have excllent links with Blackburn Rovers and this year their coaches visited our school to
deliver training sessions and workshops on healthy lifestyles. They then held a training session on
Saturday morning for children from our local community. A few weeks later some of our children
had the experience of a lifetime when they visited Ewood park for training, escorting players
onto the pitch and taking penalties at half time!
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Our Year 5&6 children visit Kingswood Outdoor Adventure Centre for a three night
residential visit every September. They learn team building skills, problem solving,
confidence and practical life skills.

Will my child be taught Sex Education?
Sex Education is no longer presented as a ‘cold’ subject but is introduced gradually through
other areas of our curriculum such as PHSCE, Science and Topic work on Healthy Relationships.
Parents are welcome to discuss this further by making an appointment at the school office.
Currently children in Year 6 receive a workshop on hygiene, healthy relationships and how our
bodies change as they grow, which includes a small amount of information about sex. This is
delivered by the School Nurse. You are entitled to withdraw your child from this session if you
wish. To do so you should contact the school office.

What happens when my child moves into a new class or
year group?
Transition into school, into new classes and year groups and then onto secondary education is
extremely important to us. Special visits are arranged before children join Reception and we
have a Transition Day every year in July where children spend the day with their new teacher,
getting to know them and the new classroom.
For children moving into secondary education we have excellent relationships with
Wolsingham Comprehensive and Samuel Kings in Alston. Both schools work closely with us,
offering taster days to both Year 5 & Year 6 children. They also offer trips, visits and activities
throughout the year for children to take part in. We work closely with staff at secondary
schools to ensure all information is handed over and to ensure a smooth transition occurs.

How can I be involved in supporting the school?
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We believe in teamwork and parents, grandparents and other significant adults are an
integral part of the school team. We have a team of supporters called ‘Friends of Stanhope
Barrington’ who help raise money, serve tea and coffee at events, help in the garden and do
all sorts of important jobs to support our teachers.
You could also help in school by volunteering to read with children, help at school discos, and
supervise on educational visits or a huge range of other activities. There is always lots going on
in school and all help and support is gratefully received and encouraged. If you would like to
help, please contact Mr Myers, Headteacher.

What do Governors Do?
We have an ‘outstanding’ Governing Body, who are all involved in the day to day life of the
school and bring a wealth of skills and knowledge to our team.
Governors make major decisions about the future of the school in terms of budgets, the
curriculum, staffing and the premises. Governors meet three times a year at full Governing
Body meetings and at smaller committee meetings throughout the year.
Governing Bodies are made up of a Chair, Vice Chair, Parent Governors, Teacher Governors,
Non-Teaching Governors, Local Authority Governors, Co-opted Governors and Foundation
Governors.
Information on how to become a Governor is available by writing to:
School and Governor Support Service
Education Department
County Hall
Durham
DH11 5UJ
Tel: 03000 265704

How are decisions made about who is admitted to the
school?
The Governors will admit any pupil of appropriate age to the school, provided the limit agreed
with the Local Authority is not exceeded.
It may not be possible to offer your child a place if our school receives more applications than
it can take within its admission limit. Where this happens, the Authority will consult the
Governing Body of the school and allocate places according to the following criteria in order
of priority:
• Medical Reasons
• Sibling Links
• Distance
Prospective parents are always welcome and are encouraged to come for a visit. Your child
can also come for a taster day if they wish before you make your final decision.
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What happens if the school is closed?
Our school is very rarely closed but if for reasons of severe weather or heating failure, you will
be informed by our Text Messaging Service. It will also be announced on our website, the
Durham County Council website and local radio.

Does school charge for trips and educational visits?
Our PTA (Parent Teachers Association) is committed to fundraising to ensure that every child
receives a £5 subsidy for each educational visit up to a maximum of three per academic year.
We will ask for contributions towards the costs but will make every effort to keep this to a
minimum. Being in a rural location our biggest cost is the hire of buses and in order to reduce
this cost a number of staff and Governors are qualified MIDAS drivers so that we can hire the
local community buses for educational visits wherever possible.

How is information about my child protected?
All information regarding your child is protected under the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) 2018. This legislation states that information can only be held for specific
purposes. Our school hold information in order to
• Support children’s teaching and learning
• Monitor and report on their progress
• Provide appropriate pastoral care
• Assess how well the school as a whole is doing

What can I do if I have a problem or wish to complain?
Our team work hard to ensure the smooth running of the school and hope that parents feel
any issues are dealt with promptly and effectively. If you do have a query or concern
regarding your child please contact your child’s class teacher in the first instance. If they are
unavailable due to teaching commitments or meetings, an appointment can be made.
If it is a more serious matter which needs immediate attention then please contact the
Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher who will endeavour to resolve your concerns.
There is also a School Complaints Procedure available from the Headteacher.
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